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Hello Wesco readers!
| want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of you. Your
enthusiasm and support for Wesco magazine inspire us to keep
striving for excellence. It's your engagement and feedback that
drive the quality and insightfulness of the content we provide.
Thank you for being such an integral part of this incredible

journey.

Keep enjoying and supporting Wesco! Wiwﬂ 4”
Warm regards, X, d
e s Uuéz:-

Anton Wiid
| | forensics
Stay in Touch Tor an in-deplh is the Gold

inlerview with Adv. Anton Wiid in our Qandard
Wesco Magazine!

Exciting Upcoming Events!

Get ready for an action-packed August! We are thrilled to announce that new student
training sessions will kick off, offering incredible opportunities for learning and
growth. These sessions are designed to equip you with the skills and knowledge you
need to excel in your chosen field.

But that's not all! Mark your calendars for July 23, 2024, as we have an exclusive Zoom
session with top-notch lawyers. This is a fantastic chance to gain insights from legal
experts and ask your burning questions.

Stay tuned for more updates and get ready to dive into these enriching experiences!

lind our inlerviews on

Jannie (Wessie) van der Westhuizen, CEO & Founder of
Wesco, appeared on Rhodes Music Radio on Saturday,
June 29, 2024, and on Radio Turf 103.8 FM on July 1, 2024.
The interviews aimed to motivate students and graduates

297 : to specialize in specific disciplines, such as becoming

ballistic forensic specialists, fingerprinting specialists,

: - = document  examination  specialists, blood  spatter
' specialists, or forensic fieldworkers who can assist and
support governmental and private institutions. There is also

The station that listens to the people significant scope for these roles in Africa.



https://youtu.be/FKo_MCIKlpk?si=ssUSBI4iMpK7GNYz
http://www.wescoforensics.co.za/
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by Lee Blignaut

- In the halls of justice, forensic science emerges as a formidable ally, wielding the power to
o4 uncover truth, dispel doubt, and deliver justice. Within the unique legal landscape of South
African courtrooms, where judges preside without the presence of juries, the role of forensic

evidence takes on added significance.

The Crucial Role of Forensic Science
in South African Courtrooms

In this article, we delve into the intricate interplay between forensic science and legal proceedings
in South Africa, exploring how forensic evidence is utilized, the challenges of presenting it
effectively, and the paramount importance of collaboration between legal and forensic experts.

B Forensic Science in South African Courtroomes:

Forensic scientists are frequently called upon to present evidence in a wide range of criminal cases,

from homicides and sexual assaults to drug offenses and white-collar crimes. For instance, in a murder
XM/\,f (/y trial, forensic pathologists may testify about the cause and manner of death based on autopsy findings,

while forensic toxicologists may provide insights into the presence of drugs or toxins in the victim's

system.

Similarly, in a sexual assault case, DNA evidence collected from the crime scene or the victim's body

may be analyzed and presented by forensic experts to establish the identity of the perpetrator.

- The Importance of Collaboration Between Legal and Forensic Experts:

In the pursuit of justice, collaboration between legal professionals and forensic scientists is paramount.
While forensic evidence can provide invaluable insights into the circumstances of a case, its presentation
and interpretation in the courtroom require a nuanced understanding of legal principles and procedures.

By working closely together, legal and forensic experts can navigate the complexities of evidence law,
address challenges associated with presenting forensic evidence to judges, and ensure its reliability and
validity are upheld. Ultimately, it is the synergy between legal acumen and forensic expertise that fuels
the quest for truth and ensures that justice is served.
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The impact of forensic science on legal proceedings in South African courtrooms cannot be overstated. From unraveling the
mysteries of crime scenes to providing critical insights into the circumstances of criminal offenses, forensic evidence serves as a
cornerstone of justice. Through collaboration between legal and forensic experts, we uphold the integrity of the legal process,
safeguard the rights of the accused, and honor the memories of victims.

In the pursuit of truth and justice, let us continue to recognize and celebrate the indispensable contributions of forensic science to

our legal system.
-’7 -.-'-

[t you are a legal practitioner, and need Forensic b D +27 82 8571548
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Objective Evidence in South African Law
about Forensic Investigators

It is important to note that private investigators are not forensic investigators. The difference lies in the fact
that forensic investigators provide expert evidence based on scientific principles, which are not subjective.

by Adv. Anton Wiid

Adtrissibility of Evidence

The Law of Evidence: The law of evidence is the cornerstone of evidence admissibility in South African law. It dictates what
evidence is admissible in court and how it must be presented.

Relevance and Reliability: Evidence must be relevant to the case at hand and reliable. Forensic evidence aims to be objective
and reliable by nature, but its admissibility hinges on these two factors.

Expert Testimony: Forensic investigators often provide expert testimony, which requires them to be qualified and base their
opinions on scientific principles and methodology. This ensures the objectivity and reliability of their findings.

SpeciFic Legal Provisions:

Criminal Procedure Act National Prosecuting The Constitution of the
S1of 1977 Authority Act 32 0f1998: Republic of South Affica,
This Act governs criminal This Act establishes the 1996:
procccdings: S M T/ National Prosecuting The Constitution guarantecs
provisions for collecting, Authority (NPA) and the right to a fair trial,
preserving, and outlinesitsrolein including the right to present
presenting evidence, prosecuting criminal and challenge the evidence
including forensic cases, including the use of presented by the state. This
evidence. forensic evidence. principle applics to forensic

evidence as well.

Lmportance of Objectivity:

Obijective forensic evidence ensures a fair trial, allowing both the prosecution
;’\\ Fdlr‘ Tr‘ldl; and defence to access reliable and unbiased information.

Objective evidence helps to ensure that justice is served by providing
accurate and reliable information to the court.

Maintaining the integrity and objectivity of forensic investigations is essential

P PUb'iC Tr‘ust; for public trust in the justice system.
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QQ While no single legal document precisely defines "objective evidence” in the context of forensic investigators, the concept is
deeply embedded within South African law and its application to forensic evidence. The principles of admissibility, scientific
method, chain of custody, and independent verification ensure the objectivity of forensic findings. 00
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WESCO ON-LINE BASIC FORENSIC SCIENCE
CERTIFCATION COURSE

ELEVATE YOUR SKILLS WITH FORENSIC
° SPECIALISTS FROM WESCO FORENSIC SERVICES

Why Attend This Course?

Forensic science is a critical element of the criminal justice system. Forensic

-y /'

\ * J scientists examine and analyze evidence from crime scenes and other locations

N g to develop objective findings. These findings can exonerate innocent individuals
AV or assist in the investigation and prosecution of criminals.
The course covers all the essential elements of forensic science and their

ThiS courscis significance in criminal investigations. It provides a basic understanding within
the field of forensics. The objective of the course is to impart a foundational

aimed at B_\ understanding of forensic science. This on-line course combines theoretical
knowledge with hands-on forensic techniques, such as fingerprinting, crime

gl'adua‘[es as scene procedures, evidence examination, and report writing.

Participants will also gain subject-specific skills, including the application and
understanding of the scientific methods in planning, executing, and analyzing
scientific investigations; recording, recovering, scientifically analyzing, evaluating,
interpreting, preserving, and presenting evidence; and understanding the ethical

and legal framework surrounding forensic science practice.

well as students
currently
studying who
want to pursue OURATION

o~ re o nge . 2-day on line course
a career in the g
. Notless than 10 participants

fOl'enSiC ﬂe ld . Date for two-day course will be determined based on feedback
(feedback required by the end of June 2024)

BOOK YOUR SPOT NOW PRICING

. Price for less than 10 participants will be RI900-00 p.p per day.
e~ Lettie Stander More than 10 will be RI500-00 per day
+27 (0) 82 857 1548 . There will be three (3) Forensic Specialists presenting the course
lettie@wescoforensics.co.za . Feedback not later than end of July 2024

BA students & graduates

We currently focus on providing special practical training to students and
graduates. There is a significant misunderstanding among students and
graduates who believe that finding employment with their degree alone is
easy, which is not the case. Practical experience is essential before they can
be employed, and, moreover, these positions are very rare. This is where
Wesco comes into the picture. We offer practical experience, which
supports them when they apply for jobs.

Our aim is also to motivate students and graduates to specialize in specific
disciplines, such as becoming ballistic forensic specialists, fingerprinting
specialists, document examination specialists, blood spatter specialists, or
forensic fieldworkers who can assist and support governmental and private
institutions. There is also significant scope for these roles in Africa.
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